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NATIVE FERNS, GRASSES, & SEDGES 

Scientific Name Common Name 
Host 
Plant 

Height Lighting 
Soil 

Moisture 

Severe  
Deer  

Damage 

Adiantum pedatum Maidenhair fern  1-2' Part Sun-Shade Moist-Avg Seldom 

Andropogon gerardii Big bluestem  4-6' Sun Avg-Dry Very Rare 

Athyrium angustum Northern lady fern  1-2' Part Sun Avg Very Rare 

Bouteloua curtipendula Side oats gamma grass  1-3' Sun Avg-Dry Seldom 

Carex gracillima Graceful sedge  1-3' Part Sun-Shade Moist-Avg Seldom 

Carex pensylvanica Pennsylvania sedge  <1' Part Sun-Shade Avg-Dry Seldom 

Carex rosea Rosy sedge  1-2' Part Sun-Shade Avg-Dry Seldom 

Dryopteris filix-mas Male fern  2-3' Part Sun-Shade Avg Very Rare 

Dryopteris marginalis Marginal wood fern  1-2' Part Sun-Shade Avg Very Rare 

Elymus hystrix Bottle-brush grass X 2-3' Sun-Part Shade Avg-Dry Very Rare 

Eragrostis spectabilis Purple love grass  1-2' Sun Avg-Dry Very Rare 

Osmunda claytoniana Interrupted fern  2-3' Part Sun-Shade Moist-Avg Very Rare 

Panicum virgatum Switch grass  3-6' Sun-Part Shade Moist-Avg Very Rare 

Polystichum acrostichoides Christmas fern  1-2' Part Sun-Shade Avg-Dry Very Rare 

Schizachyrium scoparium Little bluestem  2-4' Sun Avg-Dry Very Rare 

Sorghastrum nutans Indian grass  3-5' Sun Avg-Dry Very Rare 

Sporobolus heterolepis Prairie dropseed  2-3' Sun Avg-Dry Very Rare 

 


